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Newsletter – First Edition 

17th April 2020 

Training for The Butterfly Project 
 

Dear All,  

We hope you are keeping well during this difficult time.  

We have created a list of free online courses that you can apply for to help you develop 

your skills and interests whilst you are at home.  This can help to prepare you for your job 

searches when life gets back to normal. 

Open University 

1000’s of free courses on a variety of different subjects including: 

1. Health, Sports and Psychology 

2. Education and Development 

3. History and the Arts 

4. Languages 

5. Money and business 

6. Nature and Environment 

7. Science, Maths & Technology 

8. Society, Politics and Law. 

Please click HERE to go directly to the Open University website for all of the courses 

available. 

 

  Courses to help with Employment and CVs - Reed Employment Agency 

Reed employment agency are providing a number of free courses and training opportunities 

which can help you to learn new skills to prepare to get into the job market, and put on your 

CV. These include: 

• Business and Administration Level  

• Essential IT Skills Level 2 

• Nutrition and Health Level 2 

• Bookkeeping for Personal and Business Accounting 

• HR Fundamentals 

• Introduction to Cyber Security 

https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/free 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue
https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/essential-it-skills-level-2/31701#/courses/free
https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/nutrition-and-health-level-2/190249#/courses/free
https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/bookkeeping-for-personal-and-business-accounting/213066#/courses/free
https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/hr-fundamentals/223327#/courses/free
https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/introduction-to-cyber-security/225851#/courses/free
https://www.reed.co.uk/courses/free
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“Save the Student” 

6 FREE online courses to boost your CV 

Click HERE to access website 

 

Basic HTML 

Coding is more about knowing a fairly simple system (we're talking basic code here) and 

everyone from fashion bloggers to journalists and even eBay sellers are coding regularly 

these days.  

Stemettes 

For girls and young women interested in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths.  

Some free online courses such as coding, engineering and interesting talks. 

Stem (Science, Technology, Engineering Maths) for all 

100’s of FREE online courses for young people including; 

• Resources for activities and promoting diversity 

• Planning and Organising Practical Activities 

• Communication skills for STEM Ambassadors 

• Feedback Tools for STEM Ambassadors 

• Data Mining with Weka 

• Data Science in the Games Industry 

• Exploring Japanese Avant-garde Art Through Butoh Dance 

• Forensic Archaeology and Anthropology 

• Tipping Points: Climate Change and Society 

• Introduction to Creative AI 

For Stemettes website place click HERE 

All about STEM click HERE 

 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-jobs/free-online-courses-that-will-pimp-up-your-cv.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/make-money/ebay-selling-tips.html
https://stemettes.org/
https://www.allaboutstem.co.uk/2019/12/free-online-courses-inspire-young-people-in-stem/
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Codecademy offers a free, easy-to-navigate course that will help you grasp the basics. And, 

if you want to develop beyond the basics, there's an option to pay a subscription fee to learn 

more advanced coding. 

 

Starting a business 

Duration: 2 weeks (2 hours per week) 

'Starting a Business' program is a six-part online learning course aimed at preparing 

young people for the business world. Each of the six blocks is two weeks long, and you’re 

expected to spend two hours per week on it. It won't take up too much of your valuable time, 

and you can choose to do whichever blocks you'd like and leave out any that aren't of 

interest (although you won't get the certificate if you don't complete all six).  

This type of course is so versatile. It'll look great to any employer, regardless of industry, 

as it shows you’ve got an entrepreneurial mind and that you’ve taken the initiative to try and 

understand how businesses actually work. 

 

Social media strategy. 

Duration: 2-3 hours 

Qualification: Diploma (must pay to obtain formal certification) 

Social media is now a crucial skill in business, so having a diploma qualification in this will 

make you really stand out to potential employers. A certificate in social media strategy 

will look amazing on your CV. Your knowledge of social media as a young person is 

already invaluable to businesses, and something that many companies are desperate to tap 

into.  

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-jobs/skills-employers-really-look-for-on-job-applications.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-jobs/write-great-cv-template.html
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Analysing and Visualising data with Excel.  

Course by: Microsoft (via edX) 

Duration: 6 weeks (2-4 hours per week) 

Qualification: Microsoft's own certification 

This course is free to take but, annoyingly, Microsoft charges $99 USD (about £77!) for the 

graded exams and assignments, and a piece of paper to say you've passed. Not ideal. That 

being said, the free parts of this course would still be really useful. Excel is used in pretty 

much every workplace so, even if you think you know loads about it already, there's 

definitely no harm in learning more.  Excel is relatively straightforward once you’ve got the 

hang of it, but it can be tricky to start out with.  

 

Inbound marketing course  

Course by: Hubspot Academy 

Duration: Video 2.5 hours (plus two hours for the exam) 

Qualification: Hubspot Academy's own certification 

Inbound marketing is something that every business will be prioritising in at 

least some shape or form. Inbound marketing is when businesses use blogs, podcasts, 

social media and other off-site methods to direct people to their website. 

Essentially, it's about using new and innovative methods of getting new traffic onto their 

website in the hope they'll attract new customers. This course is really straightforward, with a 

series of short video lectures and an exam at the end of the process. Also, you can use this 

course to brush up on your terms and terminology so you can succeed in interviews. 

 

 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-jobs/how-to-nail-your-interview.html
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Customer service.  

Duration: 9-11 weeks (suggested study 10 hours per week) 

Qualification: Level 2 nationally accredited certification 

You might think this course would only be useful to people in customer service positions but, 

in reality, great customer service is beneficial across the board. This course helps 

improve communication with colleagues as well as customers, and comes with the potential 

to gain lots of great transferrable skills. Having this little gem on your CV will show 

employers that you understand and respect communication etiquette in the workplace and 

that you're not likely to throw a strop in front of clients if you don't get your way. Here's 

hoping! 

 

13 FREE digital courses that will help transform your career 

GO THINK BIG – click HERE to go to website for the full 
information 
 

1. FutureLearn: Hard and soft skills 

 

You can learn everything from business and media to literature and history.  

 
Also, a fantastic range of study skills for those who are still at college or university. You 
can learn how to develop research projects, write essays, and even dig deeper into the 
art of applying for jobs and mastering job interviews. 

 

2. Google Garage: Digital skills to grow your business and career 
 

Google Garage can give you the essential skills for an increasingly digitised world. 
Learn how to build your presence on the internet – so that you can effectively control 
what potential employers see about you – as well as how to build your business online, 
make the most of digital advertising, and come to grips with the basics of social media 
and data insights. If you have any entrepreneurial plans at all, this is a great place to 
start. 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-jobs/write-great-cv-template.html
https://gothinkbig.co.uk/features/13-free-digital-courses-that-will-help-transform-your-career
https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://learndigital.withgoogle.com/digitalgarage
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3. Alison: Get certified in a range of topics 

 
Alison is great if you’re looking to get a professional certification in a short amount of 
time. Most of their courses have an average complete time of 2-3 hours and they range 
from health and the humanities to IT and business. You can even go one step further 
and get a diploma in a particular topic in just 8-10 hours. 

 

4. Khan Academy: University admissions, career development and personal finance 
 

5. The Khan Academy can teach you almost anything – and all you need is YouTube. 
Brush up on your knowledge of physics concepts, learn computer animation, or gain 
some crucial life skills with an insight into paying for university, taxes, and investment. 
It’s a particularly great platform for those of us who wish we had paid more attention 
during our A Levels – and also great when you need a quick overview of a topic that 
everyone else seems to be discussing. 

 

6. BBC Academy: Journalism and media skills 
Even if you have no interest in joining the media industry, the BBC Academy has some 
fantastic content that can help you spread your organisation’s message to a wider 
audience (a useful skill for everyone today). Their courses have previously looked at 
the core skills for radio, as well as the principles of filming needed when you go out to 
shoot your first video. 

 
Having a grasp on these sort of media-related skills can be a huge advantage for any 
company, allowing them to produce multimedia content in order to grab their 
customers’ attention. 

 

7. iTunes U: Learn on the go 
 

For the extra-busy people among us, iTunes U is a great place to learn as you’re on 
the move. Their educational videos and podcasts have contributors from universities, 
museums and media organisations, which you can download to your computer or 
mobile. Learn how to develop iOS apps or start a start-up with Stanford University, or 
brush up on your philosophy with Yale University. You can even download books 
directly onto your device. 

 

8. Codecademy: Learn to code 
 

Codecademy believes that anyone who knows how to read can learn how to code. 
You might not have considered coding before, but it’s increasingly becoming a highly 
demanded skill across a number of sectors. Based on your reasons for wanting to 
learn how to code – whether it’s for web development, programming or data science 
– Codecademy has tailored courses to set you on the right path.  

 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://alison.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/academy/en/a-z/collections
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/itunes-u/id490217893?mt=8
https://www.codecademy.com/
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Most of their free courses take less than 11 hours to complete, and if you’re really 
looking to dig deeper into the material, you can subscribe for less than £13 per 
month. 

 

9. Udacity: Make Your First iPhone App / Google Developers Training for Android 
 

Apps are everywhere. Whether you’re working for an organisation that needs an app 
or are planning to start your own business one day, learning how to make apps can 
be a huge boost to your CV. If you’re looking to cater to the iPhone masses, Udacity 
has a great free online course that takes you through building an app that records a 
conversation between you and your friend – and then turns your voices into the voice 
of Darth Vader or a chipmunk. While that might not be your idea of a useful app, it’s a 
fun way to learn how to use Apple’s programming language, Swift. For the Android 
lovers among us, Google Developers Training has a range of courses available to 
suit individual levels – and, as a bonus for your CV, you can get certified at the end of 
the course. 

 

10. Google AI: Machine Learning 
 

Machine Learning is being talked about everywhere these days – and what better 
way to make sure you’re in the game than by learning with Google, one of the 
leaders in the industry? Based on what you’re learning for, Google AI has a number 
of courses available – from practical introductions to best practices. 

 

11. Duolingo: Boost your CV with an additional language 
Languages is something that employers love – particularly as industries become 
more globalised. Duolingo is a great app to learn a new language, allowing you to 
take lessons wherever you are.  

 

12. Springboard: Data Analysis: Manipulate and analyse data 

 
Data can be extremely boring at first glance, but today almost everyone needs 
people who can break down data. The curriculum covers statistics, data visualisation 
and analysing data sets – among a range of other things. It also incorporates some 
of the stuff discussed above, such as machine learning and computer programming. 

 

 

13. Data Quest: another great course to come to grips with everything data. 
 
By working with real-life data science problems, you’ll be taken through the steps on 
how to write code and work with data sets.  And it’s a little less extensive than 
Springboard. 

 

 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://mena.udacity.com/course/intro-to-ios-app-development-with-swift--ud585
https://ai.google/education/
https://www.duolingo.com/course/pl/en/Learn-Polish-Online
https://www.springboard.com/learning-paths/data-analysis/
https://www.dataquest.io/
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14. Elite Data Science: Free content 
 

This has a library of free content for you to choose from – including how to write the 
perfect data science CV and tips on how to pass the rigorous data science job 
interviews. Great for those who want a quick overview of the industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@lewishamparentcarer.org.uk
http://www.lewishamparentcarer.org.uk/
https://elitedatascience.com/

